
Planet/History Walk Proposal 

 

Dear Board Members, 

This is a letter to let you know we are in the early stages of a new idea. Perhaps 

you have heard of a planet walk. There are over a hundred of them in the United 

States. Downtown Lansing has a great one that starts at the Impression 5 Science 

Center (with the Sun) and runs along the River Trail for 5.5 miles to the Potter 

Park Zoo. There is a sign explaining each planet, and they are scaled to the correct 

size and distance with the real solar system.  It is a popular tourist destination.   

We are proposing something similar that would begin at the Besser Museum and 

continue along the bike path for several miles to the outer planets. The exact 

route is still to be determined. We are exploring multiple options for grant and/or 

community funding. The funding would not deter from other projects at the 

Besser Museum.  

Attached are some examples of planet walks in other communities. The flip side 

of each planet sign would be part of an Alpena History Walk. Each sign would 

contain a milestone of our local history, with the museum being the present day 

and the trails end highlighting the native American period. There would be 

pictures and illustrations. Each sign would indicate the direction and mileage to 

our museum, so it would serve as advertising as well as targeting the history, art, 

and science perspectives of our mission.  

The signs would be produced locally, and we hope to get community support for 

the project which would cost upwards of $25,000 depending on the design. The 

target date for installation would be Summer 2022. We would need to secure 

permission from the city, township and perhaps the DDA. Insurance on the signs 

would be covered by the entity that owns the property.  

We would like to encourage any board members who would like to be a part of 

the planning to contact Christine. The full project design and implementation 

would be, of course, subject to the Board’s approval.  

 













Anchorage Light Speed

Walk at light speed.

Bike or skate or ski
at warp speed.

Experience the distances
between the planets and
our Sun.

See the relative size
of one planet to another
and to our Sun.

Enjoy the beauty
of Anchorage.

Take a side trip through our Solar System!

See larger map on back panel

Scavenger
Hunt

Scavenger
Hunt

the Anchorage
Light Speed
Planet Walk?

What is

What makes it a “Light Speed” Planet Walk?

Where do I begin?

The Anchorage Light Speed Planet Walk is a scale 
model of our Solar System spanning 10.3 miles. The 
Planet Walk consists of ten stations, one for the Sun and 
one for each of the nine planets, including Pluto which 
has been reclassified as a “dwarf” planet.  

This Planet Walk is scaled at light speed, which means 
that each step you take is equal to the distance light 
travels in one second (300,000 km or 186,000 miles). 
Just as it takes eight minutes for light to reach Earth 
from the Sun, it should take eight minutes for a 
Planet Walker to reach the model Earth from 
the model Sun.  In essence, you become a 
light beam.  Just remember, 
every step you take is a 
300,000 kilometer journey 
through space! 

To begin, visit the Sun station on the corner of 5th 
Avenue and “G” Street.  The map will guide you. Then 
proceed down 5th Avenue, following the signs to each 
of the four inner planet stations: Mercury, Venus, Earth, 
and Mars.  If you’re up for more, you can continue the 
Planet Walk along the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail to Ju-
piter, Saturn, Uranus, 
Neptune, and Pluto. 
Keep in mind, the 
farther you go, the 
greater the distance 
between planets!  

Visit the planet stations to find the answers
to the following questions.

Mercury – The temperature on Mercury’s surface ranges 
from _____ degrees Fahrenheit on the daytime side to _______ 
degrees Fahrenheit on the nighttime side. 

Venus – What is the only feature on Venus not named for a 
woman?  __________________________________________________

Earth – The symbol of Earth is the Greek sign for _____________ 

Mars – What are the names of the two moons of Mars?
 _______________________        ________________________

Jupiter – How many “Earths” could fit inside Jupiter? ________

Saturn – Which of Saturn’s moons looks like the “Death Star”?
 ___________________________________________________

Uranus – Uranus is the only planet that ______________________
 
Neptune – _________, on Neptune, is the windiest place in the 
Solar System with winds reaching ______ mph.
 
Pluto – Together, Pluto and its moon, Charon, are about the 
same size as _______________________________________________
 

This brochure has been made possible by
the Anchorage Rotary Club.


