
Besser Museum for Northeast Michigan 

Brachiopod: brachiopods shelled marine 

creatures that have a very long history of  

life on Earth.  

Coral: coral reefs are made up of  tiny, soft-

bodied organisms called coral polyps.  

Petoskey Stones: these stones are fossilized 

hexagonaria which is a type of  coral. The 

Petoskey Stone is Michigan’s State Stone. 

Favocite: this is another type of  coral. 

Crinoid: crinoids are marine animals with 

branching arms. 

Trilobite: trilobites are one of  the oldest 

animals that first lived on the Early. They 

became extinct about 250 million years 

ago.  

Common Fossils in Northeast 

Michigan 
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