Besser Museum

Anishinaabe Exhibit Revitalization
Quarter 3 Report

Introduction

This report includes many items and analyses across the board, with hopes to bring together many pieces for the
Anishinaabe Exhibit Revitalization (AER) project.

The first element is an overview of what genealogical information has been reviewed and attempts at some
connections that could be fruitful for the AER exhibit.

The next two components are reviews of the current exhibit installations at the Besser Museum of Northeast
Michigan and the Ziibiwing Cultural Center in Mount Pleasant, Michigan. These analyses include images taken on visits
this year to the centers.

Lastly, | have included a simple draft of a possible new configuration for the exhibit layout.

Section 1: Analysis of Data Provided by New Line Genealogy

In working through the Besser Museum data, my current process is to read through the content or examine
images, and pull out names, dates, and stories that seem relevant to the AER. Through this method, | can make
connections that may be missed by someone unfamiliar with Native history, culture, or language. For example, the name
Rewayhewaygezhic has some elements of either sky or cedar in the title. This may tell us more information about the
person or family. In this case, Elizabeth married William Smith, who both are Northeastern Michigan residents.
Additionally, | have found that some people included in the data set have attended boarding school. Though it may not
contain much information beyond that, we can infer that the teachings from boarding school informed the student’s life
from there forward, which can have generational implications.

One downside to this review method is that | am only one tribal member reviewing this information and pulling
the elements that | consider valuable. There could be many pieces of information being overlooked or not regarded as
essential to include. This will be imperative to remember when developing the narrative. One way to remedy this will be
to allow many other tribal members from various backgrounds to review the exhibit narrative before installation.

Current List of names that | would like to review further for connections:

- Squanda (connected via John Rhodes)

- Jim & Isaac Pashagoba

- David Joseph (Edna Joseph’s son)

- Edna Bessie Pashagoba — married Joseph Joseph

- Bondie

- Nahgahwon

- James Pashagoba (b. 1826 in wigwam in Alpena, Mich. D. 1934)

- Rewayhewaygezhic

- Dennis Joseph

- Chief Shoppenagon — passed on January 4, 1912 at 103 years old

- Edith Bondie was born in Mikado, Michigan under the name Kewajanokwa “Little Brook” Pashegoba on February
14, 1918. She was a world renown basket maker, travelled all over for her baskets. Passed away in 2007 at 87
years old.

Marriages & additional names of interest:



- Ed White Eagle m. Mary Little Bear, mostly unknown information
- Charlott Squanda m. Simon Green Sky on July 14, 1919
- John Squanda m. Jane Beever, dates unknown

Ancestors of John Rhodes:

- Estelle Marina Squanda, attended Mount Pleasant Industrial Boarding School

- Estelle, aka. Stella, aka. Noon Day Lady

- She married John Benjamin Silas, who was known as Hole In the Sky

- She was from the “Red Sky” family, or Meeskwawonquot

- While she was at school in Mt. Pleasant kids were punished for speaking Anishinaabemowin. Stella was fluent.
They would whisper after the lights went out at night. She became a skilled seamstress and helped make the
school uniforms for students. She also learned to play multiple instruments in the school band. After she
graduated, she went on to get a teacher’s certificate. She taught for two years when she moved back to Oscoda.

- She married John B. Silas in 1907, whom she met at an “Indian Camp” meeting. They shared the spiritual
leadership of the Chippewa Indian missions. John Silas built much of log cabin as part of the congregation that
they were a part of and helped lead.

Section 2: Review of Current Besser Materials
Please see Appendix .

Section 3: Review of Ziibiwing

The following compilation of pictures was taken on my first visit to the Ziibiwing Cultural Center in Mount
Pleasant, Michigan. Along with these images, | provide a brief review and recommendations on using elements similarly
in the AER. We do not want to copy what the Ziibiwing offers to the public. Still, there are many elements of the
Anishinaabe story and culture that we can also represent to address the general audience’s educational needs. You may
notice that there are not many images. | was focused on hearing the invaluable information that Willie Johnson shared
with me as we were walking through the many exhibits. It was challenging to take pictures of every element, but | also
do not think it was vital to take photos of everything in the center.

IMG_2071: Image used at the beginning of the exhibit.
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Ezhibiigaadek Asin
Written on Stone

Ezhibiigaadek asin have always existed in Anishinabek
history.

Our ancestors lived and were defined by their spiritual
and physical world. Many Anishinabek believe that
ezhibiigaadek asin are teachings and instructions given
to us by the Creator. Carved generations ago,
ezhibiigaadek asin represent our ancestor’s collective
oral memory, wisdom, and spirituality.

The same ezhibiigaadek asin imagery can also be seen in
our sacred wiigwaas (birchbark) scrolls, earth mounds,
and rock paintings. Our ancestors’ teachings still benefit
us today. Ezhibiigaadek asin are reflections of the love our
ancestors had for us, 21st century Anishinabek, knowing
that one day we would see and learn from them.

You are seeing the way in which our ancestors may have
carved ezhibiigaadek asin.

IMG_2069: Placard showing how the
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IMG_2068: This image is a placard used to describe all the display elements, which is a brain tanning display.

Willie mentioned that all of the elements are created by local Native artists that donate them to the Cultural Center.
These donors are individuals that live by and use these items that they make.

| am still undecided about including the Seven Prophecies in the AER. Knowing that they are shared elsewhere shows
that the Anishinaabe people are willing to share those stories with the general public. If we were to include it, | would
feel most comfortable including it by passing tobacco to an Elder that knows the story, who would be willing to share
and give the museum permission to use it. I've included the images from the Ziibiwing here, so that we know the story

and we know not to plagiarize. Perhaps next time | visit the Ziibiwing or speak with Willie and Shannon, | can ask how
they obtained the stories.
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& Eko Niizhing Niigaanaadjimong
Netamising Niigaanaadjimowin The Second Story of the Future

The First Story of the Future Second Prophecy/Second Fire
First Prophecy/First Fire

< ; he path of the megis (cowrie shell) would become lost

T he time of the First Fire, the Anishinabek followed the and so too would the spiritual strength of the people.

megis (cowrie shell).

The First Prophecy or First Fire instructed the Anishinabek to leave The Second Prophecy predicted the Anishinabek would be camped
their home on the East Coast of North America for their survival by a large body of water during this time (lower eastern shore of
The people were told to follow the direction of the setting sun. Lake Michigan). The second prophet t old the Anishinabek thata
The prophets predicted death and destruction for the Anishinabek. ;. b % dicwihs people the pa th to their
Some of our relatives chose to stay and were the first to encounter specxal boy would be born to s! DS e
warand discasc. new home. The boy was born and he-s o‘f"?
the megis and helped them regain their spiritual strength to
A The Anishinabek were told that the megis would appear at seven 4  Walk.
places. These seven places would lead the Anishinabek to a new continue the Grea

home where “food grows on the water”. We know this prophecy
food as manoomin (wild rice). The first appearance of the

megis was near a turtle-shaped island in the St. Lawrence River. '



Rsinii Nakaazawinan
Stone Tools
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The image above shows stone tools and elements that were important to tribal life in the early days. | know that Besser
has similar pieces. | took this picture to show how this display was done. It is simple and there are not many elements to
distract the viewer. | know the current displays at Besser feature many, many tools and stoneware.







Appendix I.
Historical & Geological Information

The following pieces of the current installation at Besser Museum | would consider moving to a separate display or
exhibit space. The language used for these displays and the content description is outdated and places Indigenous
peoples in the realm of “prehistoric” or “ancient”. Many artifacts in the current exhibit are informational and important
to preserve, but we must be hyper-conscious of attaching these artifacts to the contemporary Anishinaabe culture and
lifestyle. Some information included in this exhibit is not relevant to the Northeastern region of Michigan. Much of it is
geological, which can be considered an outdated “natural history approach” of cultural representation and can be
considered offensive. The Alpena, Thunder Bay, and Hubbard Lake region are rich in natural resources and history, so
having a separate space devoted to those elements could be valuable. This space could be where many of the stone
tools, arrowheads, necklaces, and other artifacts could be held and would protect the museum from coming off as
offensive.



‘WOODLAND PERIOD
3,000 BE to European Contact

PALEO-INDIAN PERIOD
12,000 — 8,000 BP (Before Present)

Archaeologists recognized major changes in human
adaptation in North America starting 3,000 years ago.
‘The environments across all of North America were
much as they are today. But in the southern United
States there is evidence of farming. Food production
changed the way of life for all the Native peoples of the
American continent.

iately after the glaciers retreated, the Upper
‘(;nr::idl.lkez terrain resembled the floor of a modern
gravel pit. But very quickly grasses, sedges, mol:iel
‘and lichens covered the land surfaces. As vegendon
grew, animals moved in. Large herbivores move o
across the land. These included the giant mammoth,
bison, and others. Soon after the animals arrived,
humans came to hunt them.

‘The first era of human habitation in North America is
ihe Paleo-Indian Period, the time of the hunters. Mexico and Central America. Beans and squash are
‘Across the continent large mammals, often in herd also found in archacological sites along the Gulf of
grazed on abundant plains of grasses. Hunters used. : Mexico. Soon, these foods were grown by the Native
the animals as a source of food, shelter, and clothing peoples of the southern United States.
Ty the end of the era evidence of the hunters was
throughout all of North America then free of ¥ The appearance of cultivated foods signals the
Jast great glacial episode ended. ¢ beginning of the Woodland Cultural Period in North
America. The Early Woodland Period was a time of
trausition, with traditional gathered and hunted foods
supplemented with horticulture foods such as squash,
beans and corn. Tools to process and stare gathered
food and cultivated food are found in
sites in increasing numbers through time. The
appearance of ceramics associated with food storage
and food preparation is the defining artifact of the
‘Woodland Period.

The Middle Woodland Period was a time of increasing
dependence on cultivated food sources. In Southern

Corn, also called maize (Zea mays), is a wild grass
native to the Central Valley of Mexico. As a wild plant
it has been found in cave archacological sites in

Mexico dating as early as 5,000 years ago. Cultivated
corn became the principal food source of the people of

uman
yenrs ago. ‘These Asiatic peoples came bled development of complex social systems.
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th among people who built a
thiy
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Treaties

This section will remain a part of the AER, however it would be nice if we could reconsider the design so that it would
transition well into the new exhibit. Currently it takes up a lot of space, and | do not think we’ll have the space to include
all of these elements. We might also consider condensing some of the text, depending on how the rest of the themes
and narrative fit with the larger exhibit. Some information on these displays are redundant. The point can be made with
clearer language and less words. We also need to remember the relevance of each piece.

-
e -

The treaties signed by’ the United States government and Various Tribal
its created legally binding agre between nations. In
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NATIVE TREATIES; SHARED RIGHTS
—— e e ]

This exhibit, “Native Treaties: Shared Rngh(s," was created by the
Clarke Historical Library, Central igan University with the
assistance of project partners the Ziibiw: ing Center of Anishinabe

Culture & Lifeways and Central Michigan University’s Office of Native
American Programs.

Tn creating this exhibit, extensive use was made of the historical
material regarding the Anishinabeg found within the Clarke Historical
Library. The Clarke Library’s collection of material regarding the
Anishinabeg is among the most comprehensive in the state.

This exhibit was made possible, in

part, by a grant from the Mi ichigan
Humanities Council.

Funding for the it
Cook Family Be
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BAiishimbc settlements. After the Treaty of 1855 the federal
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Michigan Indians.
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unsatisfactory. As early as 1866, Michigan Indian Agent Richard Smith
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EDUCATION IN TREATIES
T T aS—— : 5
Most treaties provisons for the education of tribal members. 4 HUNWHI:ND FISH[NG
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Edith Bondie

This will be an important part of the AER project. | would propose holding these pieces near the ‘
entrance to the exhibit and include a brief description why her role in this exhibit is so special. Or having
a dedicated space for her elements, with her baskets displayed in reverence.

Vaskets are known for their hin, stiooth, and narrows splints. Aside rom the
8 10 gather and prepire the materials, Edith might spend six weeks, wors ing |
ours a day, 1o finish one basket,!

ith excelled at making many kinds of baskets, she is best known fo

% basket she referred to s a “porcupine™ or “blowfish” basket, Wi
iration for the basket was Edith statcd, “You know that ocean fist

0 a lot ~ the blowfish? It looks like a big balloon with lots of need’ 4|

"+ that's what the baskets are supposed fo look like."

s work Bes been featured in many museurm exhibits, including anes at the MSU |
[~ isseun andin 1979 as partof the exhibit ttked “Craft Multples™at the Smithsonian |
. stitution’s Renwick Gallery.

Tith generously shared her skills and knowledge with many others. She gave her time |
‘ as & teacher and demonstrator at county fuirs, 4-H clubs, the Besser Museun, and the |

MSU Museum,

Edith Bondie was often a demonstrator at the Besser
Museun’s Pioneer Day and Fall Harvest Day celebrations
Juring the 1970°s and 1980's.

i any claims 1o fame was her inclusion in an |
thsonian’s Renwick Gallery in Washing- |

m 11976, The Craft Multiples exhibit featured
l work by 124 ts from around the United States gleaned
from o 00 submissions.

intertwined with the woods, Her fulhu“
down the AuSable River, and her mother was a |
cook who often worked out of a shanty kitchenona ||

Srowing up in this rural area, Edith learned the traditional black

ash splint basketmaking techniques from her parents and others,

, “My mom made baskets and she’d throw us Kids the scraps. We'd
+ pick them up and play with them and started making baskets on

‘,/om' own. And Ive been making them all my life.”!

For many years Edith and her husband Ward worked together on
baskets. Ward felled the right black ash trees from swampy areas
/|on their property that were best suited for basketmaking and the

!/ two of them took turns pounding the logs and separating the
//splints. “They would peel off the black ash’s bark, cut the wood
Jlinto strips, then weaves the pieces into baskets using only a knife
/ |and a pair of scissors.”

|
[ (1) Doodie, Fdith. Clted in Alan R Kaomuds, Hands Across Michigan: Tradtithon Bedret Desmit, \

Mictilgaa; Detroif Free Press, 199345
(2) smithsontaiy, Renwick Gallery, Luce Arist Biogarity



Additional Pieces

These additional pieces will be great to keep in the new exhibit. They are very informational and integral
parts of Anishinaabe culture. The displays and descriptions will just need to be updated to stay relevant,
and to bring all of the styles elements of the AER together for a cohesive display.

MOTHIKG OF IMPORTRXCE WAS BEGUN WITHOUT
DELIBERATION QKD DISCUSSION IN A SOLEMK
COUNTIL AT WHICH THE PIPE WAS SHOKED BY
THOSE TARING PRRT.

BIRCHBARK CANOE
ca 1885

Dug Out Canoe
ca 1900

Ifa Native American who lived in the Alpena area 3,000 years ago
could be given a new and modern Kevlar canoe, he/she would
likely know how to use it expertly. Can you think of any other |
modern 0o, a person from 3,000 years ago would know how to

use without any instruction?

Native Americans used stone tools to
Construct dugout canoes long before
Europeans brought iron tools to the New
World. They had to:

Prehistoric and Historic Period canoes ranged in si
feet) 0 and large as 35 foet in | ol e Tomcne poen (78

‘Sleps to construct a Birchbark canoe:

« find a large enough tree

© bore a hole at the base

o set a fire in the hole and scrape away
burned wood until the tree fell

« split the log using stone wedges and
hammers

o burn and scrape the wood out

e shape the bottom and sides using stone

adzes and chisels

sewing togother picces of birchbark.
ash by lashing, wooden ,
recently, by nails o screws g

Lash birchbark to gunwale
Place thin strips of Northern White Cedar sheathing on the bark
_ Fit Codar s in place
Seams are caulked with spruce gum

The dugout canoe exhibited here was used by
generations of an Indian family that lived near
Frankenmuth, Michigan.

This Canoe is 12' 1" long. It was made in Canada near Georgi

x rgian Bay. The
builder is not known. It was brought to Alpena in 1886, Notice the outside
surface of the white birchbark is on the outside of the canoe.

Reference:

Timothy ). Keot, O 2y
Algogain Birchbark Canoe, Shire Publications, 1998
Specal thanks 1o Jerome Meck and Ty Kowt

1997 David Gidemark, The




Prayer Sti &
Native Americans obZerv d thuc':ks i
(Decerb ed the Winter Solstice
ember 21) by carving and i i
Elenors] : g and placing prayer sticks.
St crafti: ga ::mllt); \Ak/:rked the four days before Sol-
S € sticks. Family members seta
Ié\ a place determined by the head of the househs:llzk
ﬁach one repre_sented an ancestor or deity. Tradi- ¢
onal Prayer Sticks were made of a forked cedar
stick and measured from the maker’s finger-tip to el-
bow. Choosing the stick was important as the per-
son needed to feel connected to the tree from which
the stick was chosen, an offering was left out of re-
spect at the largest cedar tree in the area. The bark
could be stripped or not and carved with symbols
meaningful to the maker. Either an animal fur or
bone is tied to the stick. While making the stick a
person would pray silently in gratitude for things past
or need of things to come.

Naub-cow-zo-win Discs

Found in four locations in Alpena, most of the discs
came from one location on an ancient Great Lake sand
beach. Collected by Mr. Gerald Hatiner in the late 1940s
and 1950s, Mr. Haltiner recognized these artifacts as
r ic. He requested the University of Michi
Museum of Natural History authenticate the artifacts. The
University anthropologists ‘determined them to be recent
facture and not prehistoric artifacts. Mr. Haltiner
was not deterred and the artifacts were passed into the
collections of the Besser Museum. In 1982 the artifacts
came to the attention of Richard Clute. Clute visited the
Jocations from which the items were reported found. One
location had not been changed in the years from 1950 to
ined that archaeology stud ts from
mmunity College, under Clute’s direction, would
do a controlled excavation at the site. The effort proved the

of the artifacts when they were found
?ntllentic p{o\‘rennnc? B e o e

in bed
Kknown provenance. 3
well'l'l)e mp r Museum curates about 200 of these discs.
Community College students .rcoovered

another 150 discs. The items and associated artifacts

recovered in the 1983-84 excavations are now curated at the
U ity of Mi

his




Appendix II.
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