November 2024 Collections Board Proposal

The Collections Committee recommends the Besser Museum Board of Trustees accept the items

listed below in the museum’s Permanent Collection:
1. Collection of items donated by Richard Cook of Hubbard, Michigan:
e Four black ash baskets made by Native Americans in the Hubbard Lake area (including
Rose Otto, Edith Bondie, and Edna Joseph)
e Miniature birch bark canoe made by Whitney Alberts (Chief Blue Cloud)
e Baby moccasins attributed to Lucy Cloud, whose property was adjacent to the Angell
Farm (and later purchased and added to the farm). Lucy reportedly made the moccasins and
basket and gave them to the donor’s grandmother, Margaret Angell, upon the birth of her
daughter (Edith Angell) in December 1918. Cloud said that Edith was "the first white baby |
have ever seen).
e Hubbard Lake baseball uniform belonged to the donor’s father, George R. Cook, who
pitched and managed the team, circa 1940.
e Three local dairy bottles
e Suncatcher crafted from recycled stained glass from St. Matthew Church
e Mouth harp belonged to donor’s maternal grandfather Alman Angell, who played it at
events and square dances at the Hubbard Lake Grange Hall in the early 1900's.
e Child’s upholstered rocking chair belonging to Agnes Ellison of Alpena, Michigan
e Two leather baseball gloves that belonged to donor’s uncle, Ray Cook's, circa the
1930's. The second glove belonged to the donor, circa 1955.
o Two baseballs used by Richard and Roger Cook (circa late 1950s)
e 1940s teddy bear belonging to the donor
e Two hand-crocheted bedspreads made by the donor’s paternal grandmother, Anna
Noble (Cook), who grew up on the Noble family farm on Wolf Creek Road, circa the 1920s.
e Business sign from Dr. J.H. Reisdorf, Chiropractor and Naturopath
e Edith Angell Cook’s paystubs from Besser Company, 1937-41.
o Two baby cups including a silver baby cup engraved with “RAC” for Roger Cook with a
matching spoon. The second cup is engraved “Baby” and belonged to Richard Cook.

The Collections Committee recommends the Besser Museum Board of Trustees deaccession the
items listed below out of the museum’s Permanent Collection:
e Two negatives from the Fred Trelfa Collection (neg. 4-834 and neg # 4-833)
Reason: Duplicates in Collection and Poor Condition
Proposal: Trash
o Birchbark canoe was donated by Robert Fitzgerald (1968.20.1).
Reason: Lack of storage and exhibit space
Proposal: Transfer to another institution
e Dugout canoe was donated by Gerald Haltiner (1970.34.2786).
Reason: Lack of storage and exhibit space
Proposal: Transfer to another institution
e Two wood carved totem poles made by Whitney Alberts (Chief Blue Cloud) and gifted to
Gerald Haltiner. Donated by Robert Haltiner.
Reason: Lack of storage and exhibit space
Proposal: Transfer to Amy Alberts (Whitney Alberts’s granddaughter)



